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Background 
•Rituximab is a 

chemotherapeutic drug used 

to treat other medical 

diagnoses  

•Recently used for  Anti-N-

Methyl-D Aspartate (NMDA) 

Encephalitis unresponsive to 

conventional therapy 

•Due to its novelty to the 

neurology unit, safe 

administration of Rituximab 

was a quality concern 
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Purpose 

•Develop a protocol of ensuring safe 

administration of  Rituximab (Rituxan) in 

pediatric patients with encephalitis 
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Methodology 

•Staff were surveyed to determine their 

knowledge and comfort level with 

administration 

•Rituximab administration instructions were 

evaluated for clarity 
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Staff Pre-Survey Results 
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Implementation Plan 

• New medication protocol developed by pharmacy  

• Standardized order entry for physicians 

• Unit pharmacist provided education on Rituximab 

infusion protocol to unit nursing staff   
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Standardized Order Set 
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Standardized Order Set  
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Standardized Order Set 
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Staff Survey Results 
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Clinical Implications 

• This interdisciplinary clinical initiative is a 

key example of how nursing can lead 

change and ensure safe quality patient care 
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